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“The outlook is not optimistic unless we 

accelerate the implementation of solutions 

across all sectors and society”

Ireland’s Environment – An Integrated Assessment 2020, EPA

Bad news for bogs too…

• Active raised bogs (Annex I priority habitat) overall ‘bad’ conservation status, deteriorating trend
• Blanket bogs overall  ‘unfavourable to bad’, deteriorating trend (DCHG, 2019).

"Our planet is broken," the Secretary

General of the United Nations, Antonio

Guterres, has warned.



Main objective

Provide a platform for community-led wetland 
conservation groups based on the principles of 
community development: 
Empowerment; Participation; Inclusion, 
Equality of opportunity & anti-discrimination; 
self-determination; Partnership

A good news story…



Vision, Mission, Values of the CWF 



Sharing knowledge, experiences, best practice



"It's an amazing timeline if you look at what has happened

in the last 20 years with the Abbeyleix Bog Project. The

passion today is still the same as 20 years ago, even

though the dynamics of the people changes all the time.

The only constant is change“

Chris Uys, Abbeyleix Bog Project

The Abbeyleix Bog Project – 2000-2020



Ecological aim Implementation Results

-Restoration of 

Active Raised 

Bog, priority EU 

habitat

-Increase carbon 

storage capacity 

-Drain blocking carried out with 

NWPS & Bord na Móna funding

-Ecotope baseline survey 

(Fernandez, 2009) with funding 

raised by the ABP

- Ecotope Surveying by 

ecologists Fernandez & Crowley 

(2020) funded by state agency 

and local authority

-Increase in area of Active Raised Bog

-Increase in the extent of the most 

carbon sink effective ecotopes.

-Direct CO2 emissions from high bog 

estimated to have fallen from 443.3 

tonnes per year in 2009 to 209.9 

tonnes per year in 2020.

Fernandez & Crowley, 2020

Best practice – multi-stakeholder, community-based collaborartion between: 

Peatland scientists + Community group + State agency + Semi-state body + Local Authority funding =  

Restoration of Abbeyleix Bog 2009-2020



Source: Fernandez & Crowley, 2020

Abbeyleix bog ecotope maps showing increase in central & sub-central ecotopes 2009-2020 



The other side of the story… 



SER Principles for the Practice of Ecological Restoration

Gann et al, 2019

Changes in governance from top-down to more community-based, multi-stakeholder approaches involving state, market, and civil 

society can result in an increase in the potential and actual supply regulating, cultural and habitat ecosystem services 
Van Busselet al, 2020



 Cabragh Wetlands Trust

 Cloughjordan Community Development Committee 

(Schohaboy Bog) 

 Creative Rathangan Meitheal

 Drummin Bog Project

 ETHOS (Cloncrow Bog)

 West Cavan Bogs Association

 Girley Bog Meitheal

 Killyconny Bog Group

 Kilteevan Tidy Towns

 Shannon Community Wetlands

 Wetlands Heritage Ireland (Corlea Bog)

 Clara Bog 

 Ounamon Nature Reserve 

 Meath Westmeath Peatland Group

CWF members



“Collaboration is the solution; communities are ready, they

just need the right support structures and advice and to be
seen as equal partners and joint decision makers. ”
Chris Uys, CWF Development Officer, 2019

Inspiring communities to enjoy, manage and protect their wetlands 

for the present and future generations

“We have to escape the life of commodity and replace it

with the life of community. What’s going to be required is a

conversion of consciousness. I call it plant consciousness”
Richard Powers, 2020

k.flood1@nuigalway.ie | www.communitywetlandsforum.ie | @abbeyleixbog | @forum_wetlands | @girleybog
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