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Ramsar-wide effort

• September 2016: writing workshop 
in Changshu, China, on the margins 
of INTECOL

• February 2017: drafting at STRP20

• May to June 2017: First Order Draft 
released to STRP NFPs for review

• September 2017: writing workshop 
at Ramsar Secretariat

• December 2017: Second Order Draft 
released for peer review

• January 2018: drafting at STRP21

• March 2018: Third Order Draft 
prepared for internal review

• April-August 2018: Final editing and 
translation, and Technical Notes 
prepared

• September 2018: Official launch



Elements of the
Global Wetland Outlook

• Main report (with 
Executive Summary)

• Technical notes on each 
section of the report



Context for the
Global Wetland Outlook 

• Builds on previous 
assessments
• Millennium Ecosystem 

Assessment
• CBD Global Biodiversity Outlook
• IPBES Land Degradation and 

Restoration Assessment
• The Economics of Ecosystems 

and Biodiversity

• Emphasizes the role of 
wetlands in delivering 
sustainable development

• Frames the role of the Ramsar 
Convention nationally and 
internationally



Status and Trends

• Wetland extent

• Wetland-dependent 
species

• Water quality

• Ecosystem services



Drivers of Change

• Direct drivers 

• Indirect drivers

• Megatrends



Responses

• Institutions and 
governance

• Management

• Investment

• Knowledge



Responses: enhance the network of 
Ramsar Sites and other protected areas 

More than 
half of all 
Ramsar Sites 
lack 
management 
plans



Responses: integrate wetlands into 
the post-2020 development agenda



Responses: strengthen legal and 
policy arrangements



Responses: apply economic and 
financial incentives



Responses: update and improve 
national wetland inventories



Finlayson, C.M., Gardner R.C. (2020). Ten key issues from the Global Wetland Outlook for decision makers. Marine and 
Freshwater Research 72, 301-310. https://www.publish.csiro.au/MF/MF20079

Gardner R.C., Finlayson C.M. (2018). Global Wetland Outlook: State of the World’s Wetlands and their Services to People. 
Gland, Switzerland: Ramsar Convention Secretariat. https://www.global-wetland-outlook.ramsar.org/outlook

Gardner, R.C., Finlayson, C.M., and Okuno, E. (2018). Global Wetland Outlook: Technical Note to Introduction. Gland, 
Switzerland: Ramsar Convention Secretariat.

Finlayson, C.M & Davidson, N.C. (2018). Global Wetland Outlook: Technical Note on Status and Trends. Gland, Switzerland: 
Ramsar Convention Secretariat.

van Dam, A.A. (2018). Global Wetland Outlook: Technical Note on Drivers of Change. Gland, Switzerland: Ramsar Convention 
Secretariat.

Gardner, R.C., Finlayson, C.M., Kumar, R., Okuno, E., and Stroud, D. (2018). Global Wetland Outlook: Technical Note on 
Responses. Gland, Switzerland: Ramsar Convention Secretariat.

Rebelo, L.-M., Finlayson, C.M., Strauch, A., Rosenqvist, A., Perennou, C., Tøttrup, C., Hilarides, L., Paganini, M., Wielaard, N., 
Siegert, F., Ballhorn, U., Navratil, P., Franke, J. & Davidson, N. (2018). The use of Earth Observation for wetland inventory, 
assessment and monitoring: An information source for the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. Ramsar Technical Report 
No.10. Gland, Switzerland: Ramsar Convention Secretariat. 
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/rtr10_earth_observation_e.pdf

Ramsar Convention. (2018). Resolution XIII.12: Guidance on identifying peatlands as Wetlands of International Importance 
(Ramsar Sites) for global climate change regulation as an additional argument to existing Ramsar criteria. 
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/xiii.12_identifying_peatlands_ramsar_sites_e.pdf

Ramsar Convention. (2018). Resolution XIII.13: Restoration of degraded peatlands to mitigate and adapt to climate change 
and enhance biodiversity and disaster risk reduction. 
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/xiii.13_peatland_restoration_e.pdf

Resources

https://www.publish.csiro.au/MF/MF20079
https://www.global-wetland-outlook.ramsar.org/outlook
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/rtr10_earth_observation_e.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/xiii.12_identifying_peatlands_ramsar_sites_e.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/xiii.13_peatland_restoration_e.pdf


Thank you for your attention and
to all who contributed to the GWO!


