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What is a peatland?

Å A peatland is an area with a naturally accumulated 
layer of peat at the surface

Å Peatis sedentarily accumulated material consisting 
ƻŦ җол҈ ŘŜŀŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΤ ǇŜŀǘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
carbon sequestration 

Å The peat layer is preserved under wet conditions 
but oxidises to CO2 under drained conditions

Å A mire is a peatland with a vegetation that forms 
peat (= undrained peatland).

ÅOrganic soils (IPCC 2014) are soils with a high 
concentration of organic matter and used in 
UNFCCC reporting Ąmost organic ǎƻƛƭǎҐΰpeatlandsΨ

Å Bogsare only fed by precipitation whereas fensare 
also fed by surface/groundwater



Ą new Global Peatland Map, will be launched on 9.11.2021 at COP26

Global distribution of peatland

https:// www.greifswaldmoor.de/global-peatland-database-en.html

https://www.greifswaldmoor.de/global-peatland-database-en.html
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https:// www.schweizerbart.de/publications/detail/isbn/9783510653836/Joosten_Tanneberger_Moen_Mires_and_peat
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The peatlandmapof Europe

Tanneberger et al. (2017) Mires and Peat

Ą ƛƴŎƭΦ ΰǎƘŀƭƭƻǿ-ǇŜŀǘ ƭŀƴŘǎΨ 
of European Russia:                  
c. 1,000,000 km2


